
The Church of Scotland supports “Thy Kingdom Come 2020”  
 

I introduce our theme of PRAYER & CARE with these words from  

The Very Reverend  Robert Key: 

“It is part of the responsibility of Spirit-filled believers to alleviate need 

and abolish des tu on in the new community of Jesus. 

Whether it is influencing those who shape the global economy so that 

the poor do not pay the price of the pandemic, or checking on the       

elderly, the lonely, the sick and the exhausted, we are called to no ce 

the needs with the eyes of Jesus; to love the needy with the heart of    

Jesus and show prac cal care with the hands of Jesus. We are called to 

pray that people are changed by Jesus and become those who in turn  

help turn the world the right way up.”   
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HYMN 

Lord make us s ll in Your presence,  

Listening for Your whisper in our hearts 

Come, holy Jesus, among us 

Of Your body each of us a part 

 May the peace of Christ be with you 

 May the peace of Christ be with you 

 

As we reach out to each other 

May our hands be Yours to touch and heal 

Lord come and touch my brother/sister 

Make him/her know that You are all he/she needs 

 May the peace of Christ be with you 

 May the peace of Christ be with you 

 

Now may the love of the Father 

Keep you res ng in His warm embrace 

And may the Holy Spirit 

Send you out with power and grace 

 May the peace of Christ be with you 

 May the peace of Christ be with you 

 

  Words & Music: Graham Kendrick 

  The Collec#on 

  Copyright © 1983 Thankyou Music, P.O. Box 75, Eastbourne. UK 



Introducing Prayer 

The Parable of the Persistent Widow 

Luke 18:1-8 

In this li9le parable, Jesus urges his disciples to make prayer a part of 

their lifestyle  

“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 

always pray and not give up. 

He said, ‘In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God 

nor cared about men.  

And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the 

plea, “Grant me jus ce against my adversary.” 

For some  me he refused. But finally he said to himself, ’Even though I 

don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps     

bothering me, I will that she gets jus ce; so that she won’t eventually 

wear me out with her coming.’ 

And the Lord said, ’Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not 

God bring about jus ce for his chosen  ones, who cry out to him day 

and night? Wil he keep pu@ng them off? I tell you, he will see that they 

get jus ce, and quickly.”     



PRAYER in the BIBLE 

Though we may oCen feel that prayer is of li9le consequence, Jesus   

reminds us that it can do remarkable things. “If you have faith as small 

as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry bush, ‘Be uprooted 

and planted in the sea; and it will obey you.’ (Luke 17:6) 
 

The Bible contains nearly fiCy lengthy prayers recorded in prose       

sec ons and several hundred shorter prayers or references to praying. 
 

Jesus’ prayers are remarkable for their sheer frequency; their simplicity 

and their direct address of God as “Abba” 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:     Jesus said, ‘This is how you should pray: 

 Our Father in heaven 

 Hallowed be your name 

 Your kingdom come 

 Your will be done 

 On earth as it is in heaven 

 Give us today our daily bread 

 Forgive us our debts 

 As we also have forgiven our debtors 

 And lead us not into tempta#on 

 But deliver us from  the evil one    MaBhew 4:9-13 
 

Paul’s prayers as recorded in his epistles show a person who is deeply 

thankful. “I have not stopped giving thanks for you.”   Ephesians 1:16 

James provides a picture of caring for the sick through prayer. 

“Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church  to pray  

Over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord    James 5:14 



PONDERING PRAYER  

Prayer s rs our holiness so that we are nourished in the depths of our 

soul. Prayer nurtures our soul as we develop a sense of awe and      

wonder at who  God is and what God has done and is doing . Awe and 

wonder give birth to gra tude, and gra tude brings forth a life that is 

pleasing to God. It is in the living of our lives that our experiences of 

God—and our response to that experience—is seen. The elements of 

speaking, wai ng and listening in biblical prayer suggest a tone of    

conversa on. There are many different forms of prayer that are helpful: 
 

SHARING PRAYER: When we share with God our deepest needs and 

concerns, in the way that we would talk and listen to our best friend. 
 

LISTENING PRAYER:  When we do just what this says—listen to the 

promp ngs of the Spirit. 
 

PRAYING BY SCRIPTURES: When we use God’s word to illumine our 

prayer life.  The Book of Psalm s is a good star ng point. It is made up 

en rely of prayers, reflec ng the range of emo ons people experience.  

God is near to us in every moment of life and prayer is an in mate 

mee ng—like res ng on a mother’s lap.  “I have s lled and quietened 

my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child  is my 

soul within me.” (Psalm 131:2) 
 

COMMUNAL PRAYER:  When we just bask in the presence of our loving 

God. Prayer gives us a new perspec ve on life and helps us to             

understand  what God wants us to do.  



 

PRIVATE  PRAYER:  Jesus models the in mate nature of prayer as       

conversa on. The person praying offers words to God and is confident 

that God hears the sen ment they express. “When I called, you          

answered me, you made me bold and stout-hearted.” (Psalm 138:3) 
 

A MESSAGE ABOUT PRAYER  

FROM THE MODERATOR OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

“If there is one thing that is needed at this  me, alongside the care we 

offer, it is united global prayer. Physical distancing has actually brought 

us closer together as we recognise our common humanity and the   

challenges we must face together. Be part of “Thy Kingdom Come 2020” 

As we are praying for those we love to come to know the hope and love 

of Christ, we are also encouraging all to see how they can show God’s 

love towards them, by caring for them. 

Whether you use the Family Prayer Adventure Map or 11 day Prayer 

Journal, (downloadable from h9ps:www.thykingdomcome) the same 

crea vity congrega ons have employed to set up online worship and 

find new ways for undertaking pastoral care can equally be employed to 

s mulate united prayer. You can pray together at set  mes or set up a 

con nuous virtual prayer event…” 

 Rt Revd Colin A M Sinclair 

 Moderator 

 Church of Scotland 

Join with Chris ans across the country and around the world for “Thy 

Kingdom Come” 



 

Who are we praying for? 

What are we praying for? 

How are we puHng these prayers into ac#on/service? 
 

PRACTICAL WAYS TO ENCOURAGE PRAYER & CARE 

• Make a phone call 

• Send an email, le9er or card, saying that you are praying for them at 

this  me 

• Deliver groceries, etc,- Serve where you safely can 

• Keep a Prayer Journal  

• S mulate united prayer by praying with others at the same  me 

• Download the family prayer Adventure Map  (Thy Kingdom Come) 

• At 8pm on a Sunday have a light/lamp at your window, to 

• Let people know you are praying and how much you value them 

————————————————————————- 

SCRIPTURE         Acts2:42-47 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellow-

ship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with 

awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the     

apostles. All believers were together and had everything in common. 

Selling their possessions ands goods, they gave to anyone as he had 

need. Every day they con nued to meet together in the temple courts. 

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the 

Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 

A vital church is a praying church 

We need to rediscover the place and power of prayer 



PRAYER & CARE 
 

WHO NEEDS OUR PRAYER? 

Billy Sunday, the evangelist, preparing for  a great city-wide mission, 

sent to the Mayor of the city, reques ng a list of people who were in 

need of special prayer. The Mayor—surely a man of imagina on - sent 

him the city  directory. 
 

GOD’S CARE 

One of the folk customs in the Tyrolean Alps was to decorate the end 

panels of a baby’s cradle with religious mo fs. It was a visible sign that 

they trusted the child to God’s care.  

If they saw it as magically securing his care, we’d have to object. 

If they saw it as tes fying to their faith in his care, wed have to ap-

plaud. 

How do we show our faith in God’s care? 

Or do we have faith in God’s care? 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER          (on a slightly humorous note!) 

A li9le boy wanted very much to have a li9le brother or sister to play 

with. So he prayed that God would send him a li9le brother. He        

con nued for several weeks but saw no sign that his request was being 

granted. So he quit praying about it. Some months later his mother 

gave birth to twins. His comment was, “I’m sure glad I quit praying 

when I did.” 
 

Don’t underes#mate the power of prayer 

And don’t underes#mate the impact of your care 



PRAYERS for ASCENSION SUNDAY  

Almighty God, your Son ascended to the throne of power in heaven, 

that he might be Lord over all things for his people. We pray that the 

worship and service of the church may be inspired by his presence, and 

that he will remain with us always, to the end of the age. Amen 

        From Collects with the New Lec onary 

—————————————————— 

Dear Lord, at this happy and holy season  help us to see that the real 

footprints of your ascension are to be found, not upon a mountain-top 

near Jerusalem, but in the marks , and tokens of the witness of your   

disciples  here and now, living and serving in the presence of their       

ascended  Lord.              Alan Warren 

——————————————————- 

Almighty God, give us grace to acknowledge Christ’s rule in our lives as 

well as with our lips, and to serve his world-wide kingdom, that the day 

may be hastened when all na ons shall call him Lord, and he shall reign 

for ever and ever. Amen 

           Frank Colquhoun  

———————————————————— 

PRAYER & CARE 

Jesus taught his disciples to use prayer as an avenue of service. 

One central goal of prayer should be for power to help others. 

There is a deep and necessary connec on between our praying and our 

living. 



TOGETHER IN PRAYER 

By Susan Sayers 

Heavenly Father, so full of forgiveness and mercy 

Fill your Church to the brim with such holiness  

That our understanding of your ways 

Deepens daily 

Heavenly Father, so comfor ng and kind 

Help us to no ce the needs around us 

In our families, friends and colleagues 

And respond to them in love. Amen 

—————————— 

Lord God, we pray in thankfulness 

For those who introduced us to Jesus 

And who help us along our spiritual journey 

We pray for one another in this church 

And for all Chris ans , young and old,  

throughout the world. 

We pray with longing for the world to be governed 

In accordance with your law of love 

That all your crea on may be reverenced 

And treated with respect. 

We pray with hope for the healing  

And restora on to wholeness 

Of all who are troubled. 

Lord, let your kingdom come , the kingdom of your love. Amen 



PRAYERS IN SCRIPTURE 

Prayers are prompted by distress    From Psalm 18 

“In my distress I called to the Lord. I cried to my God for help. From the 

temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears. 

The earth trembled and quaked, and the founda ons of the mountains 

shook… He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew 

me out of deep waters. He rescued me from my powerful enemy.” 
 

Prayers are prompted by sickness    Psalm 30:2 

“O Lord my God, I called to you for help and you healed me.” 
 

Prayers are prompted by a need for guidance From Psalm 119 

“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. I am a 

stranger on earth, do not hide your commands from me. Teach me, O 

Lord, to follow your decrees, then I will keep them to the end.” 
 

Prayers are prompted by bewilderment  Psalm 22:1-2 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from 

saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
 

Prayers are prompted by gra#tude & praise  Psalm 34: 1-3 

I will extol the Lord at all  mes, his praise will always be on my lips. My 

soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. Glorify the 

Lord with me, let us exalt his name together.” 
 

Prayers are prompted by awareness of forgiveness Psalm 32 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sin the Lord 

does not count against him…” 



SONG 

When I am down, and, oh, my soul, so weary 

When troubles come, and my heart burdened be 

Then, I am s ll and wait here in the silence 

Un l you come and sit awhile with me 
 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 

Your raise me up to walk on stormy seas 

I am strong when I am on your shoulders 

You raise me up to more than I can be 
 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 

You raise me up to walk on stormy seas 

I am strong when I am on your shoulders 

You raise me up to more than I can be 
 

There is no life—no life without its hunger 

Each restless heart beats so imperfectly 

But when you come and I am filled with wonder 

Some mes, I think, I glimpse eternity 
 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 

You raise me up to walk on stormy seas 

I am strong when I am on your shoulders 

You raise me up to more than I can be 
 

   Lyrics: Brendan Graham 

   First & original Version: Secret Garden  - 2001 



TOGETHER IN PRAYER 

By Susan Sayers 

Loving Father, keep the Church faithful 

In telling the good news, comfor ng the desolate, 

Ac vely loving jus ce 

And drawing many to freedom 

Through the joy of your forgiveness 

Keep us faithful to your calling 

 

As the  Church , we pray for the world 

That there may be integrity in leadership 

Mercy and jus ce for rich and poor 

Strong and weak 

That there may be peace among na ons 

And respect for all 

 

As the family of believers, we pray 

For those around us now and their needs 

And for the families we represent, and their needs 

May the love of Christ be shown in what we do 

And how we speak and how we spend . 

 

Gracious God  

In our praying and Caring 

Keep us faithful to your calling  Amen 



A CHILD’S PRAYER 

By Jean W Gallacher  

 

Lord, I may be small 

 But I am important  to you 

I may struggle to read 

 But you have a  word to speak through me 

I may not be very strong 

 But I can carry your love in my heart and share it with others 

For I care too 

 

I may not be very wise 

 But there are many things I know 

For you have planted deep within  me 

 A  ny seed of prayer that is beginning to grow 

Help me, Lord, to hear what you are saying to me 

And to do what I can for others 

For I care too 

Amen 

 

 



HYMN 

At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow 

Every tongue confess him, King of glory know 

‘ s the Father’s pleasure, we should call him Lord 

Who from the beginning was the mighty Word 

 

Brothers, sisters, name him, with love strong as death 

But with awe and wonder and with bated breath! 

He is God the Saviour, he is Christ the Lord 

Ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored 

 

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 

All that is not holy, all that is not true 

Let his grace support you in tempta on’s hour 

And his will enfold you in its light and power 

 

In his Father’s glory, Christ shall come again 

Angel hosts proclaiming his return to reign 

For all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow 

And our hearts confess him King of glory now 

 

 Words: Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877)    CH4: 458 



 

BLESSING 

I say a liBle prayer for you: 

May God’s peace dwell in you 

May Christ’s love dwell in your heart 

May the Spirit’s presence dwell in your home 

And may your whole life be filled with prayer 

As you make known God’s compassion and care  

This day and every day. Amen 

Sunday Reflec on - May 24th 2020  

Rev Dr Jean W Gallacher  


